Rubric for Paper #1
	
	Exemplary
	Competent
	Developing

	Focus and Support
	· Appropriately positioned focus sentences (thesis and topic) requiring detailed support provide an answer to the guiding question, and may also explore contradictory or ambivalent cultural values and beliefs represented by the product.

· The body balances detailed evidence from different iterations of the product with thorough and persuasive interpretations of that evidence.
	· Focus sentences (thesis and topic) answer the question “what does your chosen product reveal about American values and beliefs?” These sentences present an explicit link between the product and American cultural values and beliefs.
· The body paragraphs present evidence from different iterations of the product and explain how that evidence supports the claims made in the thesis and topic sentences.
	· Does not have a clear thesis and topic sentences that answer the guiding questions.

· The body paragraph does not present sufficient evidence or does not connect each piece of evidence to an interpretation.

	Connection
	· The paper uses subordination and internal variety techniques to connect paragraphs, sentences, and clauses to each other throughout the essay

· Analogical or evaluative clincher sentences build on the argument presented in the topic sentence and connect the detailed evidence and interpretations within the paragraph back to a broader discussion of American culture.

· An introduction sets up the thesis with a concise and logically sequenced discussion of appropriate background (historical or cultural context) for the product you are studying.

· A conclusion concisely sums up the text’s perspective on the cultural meaning of the product and offers a compelling discussion of the writer’s views of how the values and beliefs revealed by the product influence or shape U.S. culture.
	· Transitions at the beginning of paragraphs make connections between paragraphs, and transitions within paragraphs make logical connections between sentences. 

· Clincher sentences bring the paragraph’s discussion back to the broader level of commentary on American culture (ensuring that the paragraph does not end focused solely on the chosen product)

· An introduction provides a relevant background or context for the thesis statement.

· A conclusion briefly summarizes the paper’s analysis and then discusses the writer’s evaluation of the impact these values and beliefs have on the culture and society of the United States.
	· The paper lacks needed transitions at the beginning of and/or within paragraphs.
· The paper is missing clincher sentences at the end of several paragraphs.
· The essay has a confusing, disorganized, or insufficiently developed intro
· The conclusion spends too much time summarizing the argument and/or lacks an explanation of your personal view of what the values and beliefs you have identified mean for American culture.




	InSourcing
	· The essay subordinates research sources to the writer’s own analytical argument—the research should support you not supplant you!

· Presents particularly apt and well-integrated quotes and paragraph from a range of the academic and popular sources.
· Provides a correctly formatted works cited page.
	· Integrates correctly documented, brief quotes and paraphrases from a range of popular and academic sources into its analysis

· The works cited page has some minor formatting errors
	· Does not correctly document sources and/or correctly integrate popular and academic sources into the essay

· Does not provide a correctly formatted works cited page at all or provides an incomplete works cited or a works cited with many formatting errors.


	Style
	· The writer uses words concisely avoiding almost all empty, unnecessary, and /or repetitive phrasings.

· The paper relies almost entirely on active verbs, only selectively using passive and expletive constructions when appropriate

· The paper features a wide range of sentence structures and styles, effectively deploying subordination, coordination, and other techniques such as dashes for internal variety and colons for occasional terminal variety.

· The paper has few or no grammar errors.
	· The paper is sometimes wordy but generally minimizes wordiness and avoids patterns of empty, unnecessary, or repetitive phrasings.
· The paper uses active voice and verbs but has some sentences that an active verb/voice rewrite would improve
· The paper uses a variety of subordinating and coordinating sentences structures.

· The paper has some grammar errors that do not fundamentally distract from reading/understanding the essay and avoids serious sentence level errors that suggest confusion about sentence boundaries.
	· The writer frequently uses empty, unnecessary, or repetitive phrasings

· The paper relies on too many non-active verb/voice constructions

· The paper lacks sentence variety, relying on long series of simple or short sentences that do not use subordination or coordination to enhance the essay’s logic and aesthetic quality.

· The paper has repeated grammar errors or patterns of grammar errors (such as agreement or pronoun confusions) that may include sentences level errors such as run-ons, comma splices, and fragments.
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