Section 2 Rubric: Evaluating Premises

Focus: A topic sentence states whether or not the argument an argument is sound based on the truth value of a premise

Support: The body of the paragraph analyzes a premise and its implications for the argument’s conclusion by examining how convincing the premise is. This could involve examining outside evidence, counterarguments, or supporting / contradictory examples. Would all, most, many, some, or few people accept this premise as true?

Clincher: The paragraph concludes with an explanation of the implications that the strengths and or weaknesses of this premise have on the conclusion. 

A Sample

Because some of her premises are not as convincing as others, Nelson’s argument is not as sound as it could be. A key unstated assumption of Nelson’s argument is that what happens to women in sports occurs to woman in our broader culture. While this certainly may be true, Nelson never convincingly makes that case beyond a brief reference to Hillary Clinton (444). Even if a reader agrees—and some would not—that women face unfair disadvantages in sports because of gender codes, the larger argument that these codes negatively affect women as a whole needs some data or examples from the everyday work world that most women experience. Nancy Kerrigan and others may have been banished from the world of figure skating celebrity for nasty comments and unfeminine behavior, but does this happen at Wal-Mart, Denny’s, MiraCosta or AIG (444)? The answer to this question—and the persuasiveness of that answer—are key to Nelson’s agenda here. Sports celebrities playing a femininity game to take home millions seems more than a tad disconnected from most of our daily lives. But if a connection can be made between celebrity athletes and working mom’s, then Nelson’s argument suddenly becomes much more effective. If she could make such a connection, many of Nelson’s readers might find themselves discovering examples from their own lives that the frustrations of big time tennis stars might not lead them to. 
